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tions of intentions so dear to German party leadership. It meant
support of the government until a definite issue arose when the
interests of the workers and the interests of the country were in
direct opposition to government action. Whatever the leaders said
it would have to come to that in the end; strategy is the art
of anticipation and a strategist who was more than a tactician
would have seen that it was of inestimable advantage to choose
one's own time for action and not have it chosen for one. That
is not to say the final result would have been different. Bazaine
would probably have been defeated anyway, but that is no defence
at all of the intellectual and moral blunder of going back into
Metz which made defeat certain. But retiring into Metz was
nearly as persistent a habit with the Socialists as going to Canossa
was to Hitler.
But there were two things that were more decisive than tactics,
The one was the creeping paralysis that had been so long rife
among German politicians and made inaction or negative action
always seem preferable to positive action; and the second was that
equally paralysing but much nobler sense of responsibility to the
nation. The decision to let the government be beaten or to defeat
it might provoke a situation where fighting would be unavoidable,
and anything, even the ruin of the country, was better than a civil
strife in which German slew German in the streets and the tertii
gaudentes hoisted a Red flag over heaps of corpses. The truth
was that the Socialist leadership hated Fascism but feared Bol-
shevism.
That the decision was welcome to Bruening is undoubted; it
strengthened his parliamentary position but in the end it was a
factor, as the Socialist leadership ought to have seen when they
sought to save him, in his destruction. For the moment it enabled
him to meet the Reichstag in October in good heart and in sen-
tentious mood. But under the sententiousness there was defiance.
Nothing he said would have pleased him more had it been possible
to form a government from all those parties with a sense of respon-
sibility., but the parties preferred to rend themselves to pieces
rather than to perform their simple duty to their country. There-
fore he had now the honour to present a government which was

